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because there was to be a parade on Washington's Birthday of not only
the District militia but also a goodly portion of the 685 regular troops
whom the President and General Scott had brought to the capital. Tyler
was afraid that such a display of force would arouse angry passions. To
please him, Buchanan tried to stop this parade; but when Dan Sickles
and others came down on him he reversed himself, and the march
actually took place.19 While Holt was drafting Anderson's instructions
Buchanan and Tyler were discussing the forthcoming visit of Con-
federate commissioners. Both felt that negotiations might postpone and
perhaps avert warfare, and so Tyler caused Senator Hunter to write
Davis urging speedy appointment of the commissioners and expressing
the hope that the Confederate President would go to Charleston himself,
to "represent and quiet all things." Hunter's letter made Davis feel
that it expressed the President's desire. Buchanan no longer had much
hope of help from the Conference Convention; but there were only
eight days left in his administration, and the encouragement of nego-
tiations might be the most effective means of keeping peace until
March 4.20
Ill
The Conference Convention had not been having much success.
James Guthrie of Kentucky had taken the lead in marshaling the com-
promise Democrats and Whigs, with help from outside. The election in
Virginia on the day the convention met had been a Union victory. The
Kentucky legislature had refused to call an election but instead had
invited a national convention to formulate conciliatory amendments,
in effect an endorsement of the original recommendation Buchanan had
sent to Congress the day after the Conference assembled. The Governor
of Maryland likewise remained adamant in his determination not even
to call a session of the legislature.21
These favoring signs led the friends of compromise to increase their
efforts in the four states yet to hold elections in February. These con-
tests were hotly fought, and both sides received help from Washington.
A North Carolina representative complained that one or two of the
departments were "employing their entire force" sending antisecession